
OFFICER DECISION RECORD 

Receipt of grant for the purposes of delivering economic benefits to the 

borough of Copeland 

 
Officer:   
 
Pat Graham, Chief Executive 
 

 
Service:   
 
Economic and Community Regeneration 

 
Delegated Power Being Exercised/Subject of Decision:   
 
To receive a grant, from Sellafield Limited (on behalf of the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority, Sellafield Limited, Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd and Magnox Ltd), in the sum 
of £785,000, for the use by the Council, during the financial year 2021/22, for the 
purposes of delivering economic benefits to the borough of Copeland, such grant being 
made in accordance with Sections 7(1)(e) and 10(2)(c) of the Energy Act 2004 and 
received under section 1 of the Localism Act 2011. 
 

 
Background information:   
 
The Energy Act 2004 allows the NDA to give encouragement, support and to make grants 
to persons undertaking activities that benefit the social or economic life of communities 
living near designated installations, designated sites or designated facilities or that 
produce other environmental benefits for such communities. 
 
A collaboration of Sellafield Limited, the NDA, Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd and Magnox 
Limited has offered the Council, in accordance with that Act, the sum of £785,000 to be 
spent on projects during the financial year 2021/22 which deliver economic benefits to 
the borough of Copeland in light of the Covid-19 pandemic, with particular reference to 
increasing economic opportunity in the borough. This grant is specifically for non-
statutory functions of the Council.   
 
The grant is specifically required to deliver project outputs relating to a demonstrable 
economic net benefit for Copeland which should include employment opportunities, 
education/upskilling, economic growth and innovation. 
 
In respect of projects there is likely to be an overarching project supporting development 
of the digital grid upon which smart cities and places are based. These are places which 
make use of advanced technology to make living in a place more desirable and to provide 
for a better quality of life. Examples of technological initiatives could include fast 
rerouting of traffic well before an accident spot; displaying integrated technology to warn 
of hazards for people with sight difficulties; monitoring and regulating traffic flow; 
assisting with intelligent parking; identifying infrastructure problems of water leaks or 
power cabling; or mitigating cyber threats.  



 
In essence a digital grid is a superfast, connected digital infrastructure providing a 
connected place (parking, services, etc.), the application of emerging technology in real-
time for research and development, visitor attractions, business improvement, attracting 
new businesses and residents. Equally it can provide for air quality monitoring, live 
interactions or applications for weather/power/consumption/behaviours particularly 
around digital heating and cooling which could include off-grid energy, sustainable 
buildings, heat from waste, district heating from local resources and a clean energy and 
digital resource centre. 
 
Specific projects are in the course of being developed. 
 
The purpose of this decision is to accept the money in the Council’s budget. Specific 
procurement, contractual or other transactional issues will be dealt with in accordance 
with the constitution particularly contract standing orders and financial regulations as 
they arise and as projects develop throughout 2021/22. 
 
The Council can accept grants from external bodies provided that they comply with 
financial regulation appendix E, 5.12. This requires: 
 
(a)  that the funds are acquired only to meet the priorities approved in the policy 
framework by Council. Council on the 15th December 2020 approved the new Corporate 
Strategy 2020-2024. This grant will support many aspects of that strategy across the three 
ambitions. Examples are: ambition 1 (ensuring communities can thrive) - enabling 
residents to have equal access to opportunities, services and the support and ensuring 
communities are truly inclusive and resilient; ambition 2 (maximising growth 
opportunities) - improving digital connectivity, maximising digital technology and working 
in partnership to maximise funding streams and economic opportunities; and ambition 3  
(protect and enhance the environment) - embracing digital technology to minimise travel, 
thus reducing our carbon footprint). 
 
(b)  to ensure that any match funding requirements are given due consideration. In this 
case the grant does not require match funding. 
 
(c) to ensure that a management fee is charged for costs of administering accountable 
body roles. In the case the Council is receiving a grant and not acting as accountable body. 
 
(d)  to ensure that any claw back conditions are considered prior to accepting the grant. In 
this case a grant offer agreement has been received which contains terms relating to claw 
back. These are however linked to non-performance. Provided that satisfactory progress 
is made towards completion of the project then any risk of clawback is extremely low. 
This risk is acceptable and can be mitigated by good project management. The conditions 
of grant have been considered by the Council’s solicitor. 
 
 
 
 



 
Decision on urgency: 
 
The acceptance of this grant is a Council matter and relates to amending the Council’s 
approved budget to receive the grant. The Constitution allows the Chief Executive to 
make a decision, which is not in accordance with the approved budget, if (i) the decision is 
a matter of urgency and it is not practical to convene a quorate meeting of full Council 
and (ii) the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee agrees that the decision is a 
matter of urgency. Where a decision is made the matter must be reported to the next 
meeting of Council. 
 
In this case the grant needs to be accepted and drawn down by the 31st March 2021. 
Given this short timescale it is not practical to convene a meeting of Council. The receipt 
of the grant is important and of a significant amount.  
 
Agreement of Chair and Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the matter is urgent: 
 
Agreed by email dated 26th March 2021: 
 
From: Cllr John Kane <John.Kane@copeland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 26 March 2021 12:59 
To: Clinton Boyce <Clinton.Boyce@copeland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Urgent: SL grant / digital grid 
 
Clinton, 
 
Please proceed. 
 
John  

 

 
Others consulted: 
 
Section 151 Officer:   Agrees with proposal. 
Monitoring Officer:   Agrees with proposal. 
Solicitor:                      Agrees with proposal/grant conditions checked. 
 

 
Decision to be taken: 
 
To receive a grant, from Sellafield Limited (on behalf of the Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority, Sellafield Limited, Dounreay Site Restoration Ltd and Magnox Ltd), in the sum 
of £785,000, for the use by the Council, during the financial year 2021/22, for the 
purposes of delivering economic benefits to the borough of Copeland, such grant being 
made in accordance with Sections 7(1)(e) and 10(2)(c) of the Energy Act 2004 and 
received under section 1 of the Localism Act 2011. 
 



 
Reasons for the decision (specify all reasons for taking the decisions including where 
necessary reference to Council policy): 
 
The grant is substantial and will allow the Council to deliver several aspects of its 
Corporate Strategy. It will allow digital grid projects to move forward which will be of 
benefit to the community. 
 
 

 
Alternative options considered (if appropriate) 
 
None. 
 

 
Whether any conflict of interest arose whether of the decision maker or any consultee 
in the decision and if any was declared whether the head of paid service granted a 
dispensation: 
 
None. 
 

 
Background/Reports/Information considered and attached (legal, personnel, financial 
implications, etc.) 
 
Draft grant offer from Sellafield Limited. 
 

 
Approval 
 
I agree, and make the decision as set out above, to receive a grant, made under sections 
7(1)(e) and 10(2)(c) of the Energy Act 2004 for an amount of £785,000 (with the 
consequential increase to the Council’s budget) for the purposes set out above.  

 
…………………………………………..                                                26th March 2021 
Pat Graham, Chief Executive                                                Date 
 
 

 


